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Global Development Alliance has success-
fully built 400 worldwide alliances. That’s
good. You've leveraged about 1.4 billion of
taxpayers’ dollars to over $4.6 billion. In
other words, you've taken the money we're
spending as kind of a—I wouldnt call it
a downpayment, but it’s part of a way to
really leverage your generosity.

And youre making a difference in the
lives of millions of people. I'm grateful for
you. That’s what I've really come to say.
I've come to assure you that the effort to
eliminate global poverty is an integral part
of our foreign policy. And I think it needs
to be a foreign—part of foreign policy after
2% years, by the way. I think it needs
to be a—I think it needs to be part of
the calling of the United States in the 21st
century.

One of the moral objectives of our
time—the great moral objectives of our
time is to reduce poverty. I like what Alexis
de Tocqueville said about America. He’s
a pretty interesting observer. Back in 1832,
he captured a lot of the spirit of this coun-
try. He said this, he said, “When an Amer-
ican needs the assistance of his fellows, it’s
very rare that it be refused. When some

unexpected disaster strikes a family, a thou-
sand strangers willingly open their purses.”

That was the America he saw in the
1830s. It’s still got to be the America of
the 21st century as well, but not only to
help our fellow citizens here at home but
for our national interests and our economic
interests, and just to answer the call of
our hearts, it ought to be our foreign pol-
icy. It ought to be the center of our foreign
policy and the center of the social entre-
preneurs in America.

I want you to know that when disaster
strikes, we move. We moved hard for the
tsunamis, with a military presence that
helped organize relief. When the earth-
quake came in Pakistan, we didn’t hesitate;
we moved. We know that when a neighbor
needs assistance, that we have an obligation
to help provide it.

My assurance to you is that we will con-
tinue to stand with our brothers and sisters
who are poor, to help as best as we possibly
can, and I want to thank you for helping
as well. God bless your efforts, and may
God bless our country.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:55 a.m. at
the Willard InterContinental Washington.
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Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank
you all for coming. In a few moments, I
will sign the Broadcast Decency Enforce-
ment Act. This is a good bipartisan bill.
It’s going to help American parents by mak-
ing broadcast television and radio more
family-friendly.

I appreciate the many citizens groups
who are here, and I want to thank the
Members of Congress who worked hard to
get this bill passed. And I'm looking for-

ward to signing it into law.

I want to thank Kevin Martin, who’s the
Chairman of the Federal Communications
Commission, and I want to thank the other
Commissioners who are here today.

I appreciate Senator Bill Frist joining us.
He’s the majority leader of the United
States Senate. I want to thank Senator Ted
Stevens for joining us as well. I thank Sen-
ator Sam Brownback, Senator George
Allen. T want to thank the House majority
leader, John Boehner, for being here. I
want to thank Joe Barton, chairman of the
House Energy and Commerce Committee.
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The bill sponsor is with us, Fred Upton
from the State of Michigan. Thank you for
coming, Fred. I appreciate Congressman
Bobby Rush from the State of Illinois, Chip
Pickering from Mississippi, and Joe Pitts
from Pennsylvania.

Every day, our Nation’s parents strive to
raise their children in a culture that too
often produces coarse, vulgar, and obscene
entertainment. In our free society, parents
have the final responsibility over the tele-
vision shows that their children watch or
the web sites they visit or the music they
listen to. That’s a responsibility of moms
and dads all across the country, to make
sure their children are listening to or
watching the right kind of programming.

The best way to do that is for parents
to be vigilant, pay attention to what their
children are doing. One thing they can do
if they're worried about people watching
a bad program is turn off the TV. That’s
why they put the on/off button there.
[Laughter] Parents are the first line of de-
fense, but broadcasters and the electronics
industry must play a valuable role in pro-
tecting our children from obscene and in-
decent programming.

They provide the tools that empower
parents to make good decisions, such as
voluntary rating systems and the V-chip.
And we applaud those. Broadcasters also
have a duty to respect common decency,
to take into account the public interest,
and to keep the public airwaves free of
indecent material, especially during the
hours when children are most likely to be
watching and listening.

Unfortunately, in recent years, broadcast
programming has too often pushed the
bounds of decency. One study found that
during the hours between 8 and 9 p.m.—
that's the time when most families are
watching television—the use of profanity on
television shows increased vulgar language
by 95 percent from 88 to—1988 to 2002.
In other words, the language is becoming
coarser during the times when it's more
likely children will be watching television.
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It's a bad trend, a bad sign. Since 2000,
the number of indecency complaints re-
ceived by the FCC has increased from just
hundreds per year to hundreds of thou-
sands. In other words, people are saying,
“We're tired of it, and we expect the Gov-
ernment to do something about it.”

And so we believe we have a vital role
to play. We must ensure that decency
standards for broadcasters are effectively
enforced. That’s the duty of the FCC.
That's why we’ve got the Chairman stand-
ing right here, which he understands.
[Laughter] It's the duty of the FCC to
impose penalties on broadcasters and sta-
tions that air obscene or indecent program-
ming. It’s one of their responsibilities. Peo-
ple expect us to adhere to our responsibil-
ities. He’s a part of the executive branch.
And since I'm the head of the executive
branch, I take responsibility, as well, for
putting people in place at the FCC who
understand, one of their jobs, and an im-
portant job, is to protect American families.

The problem we have is that the max-
imum penalty that the FCC can impose
under current law is just $32,500 per viola-
tion. And for some broadcasters, this
amount is meaningless. It’s relatively pain-
less for them when they violate decency
standards. And so the Congress decided to
join the administration and do something
about it.

And so the bill I'm about to sign, the
Broadcast Decency Enforcement Act, in-
creases tenfold the penalty that the FCC
can impose, to $325,000. The Congress got
serious, and I appreciate their hard work
on this measure.

The legislation does not change the
broadcast decency standards that are al-
ready on the books. What the legislation
does is it gives the FCC the means to en-
force them more effectively. By allowing
the FCC to levy stiffer and more meaning-
ful fines on broadcasters who violate de-
cency standards, this law will ensure that
broadcasters take seriously their duty to
keep the public airwaves free of obscene,
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profane, and indecent material. American
families expect and deserve nothing less.

And so I'm going to ask the Members
of Congress who have worked hard on this
piece of legislation to join me. I congratu-
late you for your good work. Thank you
for coming. May God bless you.

Remarks on Signing the MINER Act
June 15, 2006

Thanks for coming. Welcome to the
White House, and thank you for witnessing
this bill signing ceremony. In a few mo-
ments, I'm going to sign into law the most
sweeping overhaul of Federal mine safety
law in nearly three decades. The MINER
Act of 2006 has strong support of mine
workers and the mining industry, and it
was overwhelmingly passed by the Con-
gress. I want to thank the Members of the
United States Congress who have joined
us here for their hard work on this impor-
tant measure.

I thank the Secretary of Labor, Elaine
Chao, who has joined us. I appreciate the
Governors from three important coal min-
ing States, Joe Manchin, Ernie Fletcher,
and Ed Rendell for joining us here as well.
I was struck by how the Governors handled
the tragedies of the mine incidents. I
thought they were able to convey a deep
sense of compassion in an attempt to heal
hearts, and I thank them for their courage.

I appreciate Bill Frist, who has joined
us, and Mitch McConnell, Members of the
United States Senate, as well as Mike Enzi,
Senator Ted Kennedy. I'm particularly
thrilled that Senator Robert Byrd is here.
I don’t know if you know this, but last
Monday he achieved a milestone, and that
is, he has served longer in the United
States Senate than any other Senator in
our Nation’s history, and he’s served with
distinction. And we’re glad youre here,
Senator. Thank you for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:07 a.m. in
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. S. 193, approved
June 15, was assigned Public Law No. 109—
235.

I thank Majority Leader John Boehner
for joining us, as well as Congressman Buck
McKeon and Shelley Moore Capito, Hal
Rogers, Rick Boucher from Virginia. I ap-
preciate all the Members of Congress
who've joined us.

I appreciate the leaders of the mining
industry. I appreciate the workers who are
here. Thanks for taking time in your day
to come.

I want to welcome the families of
those—who mourn the loss of life. We
share in your grief, and we honor the
memories of your loved ones. I know it’s
hard. It's really hard for you, but we wel-
come you here, and we're honored you
took time to be here.

I appreciate members of my administra-
tion who have joined us as well today. The
hard work of American miners provides us
with really important fuel. This economy
is growing because of the work of our min-
ers. Coal is an important part of our Na-
tion’s present and future.

Thanks to modern technology and equip-
ment, we've come a long way from the
days when a miner would take a canary
into the coal mines. Passage—and since the
passage of the Mine Safety and Health Act
in "77—1977, America has seen significant
decreases of injuries and fatal mining acci-
dents.

Yet events in recent months have re-
minded us that mining is dangerous work.
That's what we've seen. This year alone,
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